Acute global ischaemia and nitroglycerine-induced changes of the contraction-relaxation and diastolic properties of isolated rabbit heart.
In our previous studies on in situ dog hearts it has been shown that nitroglycerine has a direct myocardial effect. It was suggested that nitroglycerine is involved, besides its negative inotropic action, in active relaxation and passive diastolic properties of the heart [2, 24]. In some aspects nitroglycerine seems to be in synergy with the effect of coronary ligation. The purpose of the present study was confirmation and evaluation of the nature of the supposed direct myocardial effect of nitroglycerine, and comparison in this action with that of acute arrest of coronary perfusion in rabbit heart.